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Serious Concerns Regarding Recent Animal Welfare Cases and the Enforcement of Animal 

Welfare Legislation in the Republic of Croatia 

Milan, 2 July 2026 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

On behalf of OIPA ETS, an international non-governmental organisation associated with the United 

Nations Department of Global Communications (DGC), holding consultative status with the United 

Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), accredited to the United Nations Environment 

Assembly (UNEA), and included in the Register of Representatives of Interest of the European 

Commission, we wish to express our serious concern regarding a number of recent animal welfare cases 

reported in the Republic of Croatia. 

OIPA ETS is committed to promoting animal welfare and supporting humane and effective population 

management strategies worldwide. Through its international network, OIPA ETS collaborates with 

governments, public institutions, civil society organisations and international stakeholders to strengthen 

animal protection policies and encourage the effective implementation of existing legislation. 

Over the past weeks, OIPA ETS has received extensive documentation, official correspondence, 

photographic evidence and media reports concerning a series of particularly serious animal welfare cases 

reported in Croatia. 

The nature, recurrence and gravity of these incidents have generated profound concern within OIPA 

International and are attracting growing attention among the international animal welfare community. 

As an international organisation working closely with governments, international institutions and civil 

society organisations, we believe that situations of this gravity require an immediate, transparent and 

decisive institutional response. 

 Case 1 – Bale (Istria) 

According to the documentation received and publicly available media reports, a 21-year-old resident of 

Bale, reportedly employed as a firefighter and a member of a local hunting association, has been arrested 

in connection with the alleged prolonged starvation and death of two German Shepherd dogs. 

The information available indicates that the first dog allegedly died after months of neglect, while a 

second dog, named Sky, also reportedly died following prolonged deprivation of food and water. It has 

further been reported that local residents had repeatedly raised concerns with the competent authorities 

before the deaths of the animals, raising questions regarding the effectiveness of preventive intervention 

mechanisms. 

The case has generated significant public concern due to the seriousness of the alleged offences and the 

subsequent judicial developments. 

Case 2 – Dvor na Uni 

http://www.oipa.org/


OIPA ETS has also been informed of another serious case reported by national investigative media 

concerning an individual who allegedly operated an animal shelter while keeping numerous dogs in 

conditions of extreme neglect. 

According to the information received, severely malnourished animals and numerous animal carcasses 

were reportedly discovered on the property despite previous complaints submitted by citizens. This case 

has raised concerns regarding the effectiveness of inspection procedures and the timely response of the 

competent authorities to reports of suspected animal neglect. 

Case 3 – Split 

A further matter brought to our attention concerns the handling and transport of thirteen cats during an 

eviction procedure in the city of Split. 

The documentation received includes official correspondence issued by the Croatian State Inspectorate 

(DIRH), together with photographic evidence of the transport procedure. According to this 

documentation, the animals were transported together within a single cage during their transfer to a 

shelter. 

The representative who submitted the documentation has expressed concerns regarding the welfare 

implications of this procedure and its compatibility with applicable animal welfare standards.  

Beyond the individual cases described above, OIPA ETS has also received additional documentation and 

information indicating broader concerns regarding the effectiveness of the current institutional framework 

for the prevention, investigation and enforcement of animal welfare legislation in Croatia. While OIPA 

ETS does not intend to prejudge these matters, we believe that the recurrence of similar reported incidents 

and the concerns expressed by members of civil society warrant careful institutional consideration and a 

transparent assessment by the competent authorities. 

Strong institutions are measured not only by the existence of appropriate legislation, but also by their 

ability to ensure its effective and consistent implementation. Where recurring concerns arise, they should 

be regarded as an opportunity to review existing mechanisms, reinforce public confidence and further 

strengthen the protection afforded to animals. 

While OIPA ETS fully respects the independence of the Croatian judicial and administrative authorities 

and does not intend to interfere with ongoing investigations or judicial proceedings, the seriousness and 

recurrence of these reported incidents raise significant concerns regarding: 

 the effectiveness of preventive inspections; 

 the timely response to reports submitted by citizens; 

 coordination among the competent authorities; 

 the effective implementation and enforcement of existing animal welfare legislation. 

As a Member State of the European Union, Croatia is expected to ensure the effective implementation of 

high animal welfare standards. For this reason, OIPA ETS trusts that the competent Croatian authorities 

will treat these matters with the utmost seriousness and ensure that all allegations are examined 

thoroughly, transparently and without delay. 

Given the gravity of the reported cases, OIPA ETS respectfully calls upon the competent Croatian 

authorities to provide clarification regarding: 

 the current status of the investigations concerning the reported cases; 

 the actions undertaken following previous reports submitted by citizens; 

 any measures being implemented to strengthen preventive inspections and enforcement 

mechanisms; 

 any initiatives aimed at reinforcing public confidence in the institutions responsible for animal 

welfare protection. 



Animal welfare is no longer solely a national matter. It represents a shared European and international 

responsibility, particularly where concerns arise regarding the effective implementation of legislation 

designed to protect sentient beings. For this reason, OIPA ETS considers it essential that situations giving 

rise to significant public concern are addressed promptly, transparently and in accordance with the highest 

institutional standards. 

The cases described in this communication should not be underestimated. Their seriousness, together with 

the significant public concern they have generated both nationally and internationally, requires a clear 

institutional response capable of reinforcing public confidence in the Croatian system of animal 

protection 

We trust that the Croatian authorities will treat these reported incidents with the utmost seriousness and 

will take all necessary measures to ensure full transparency, accountability and effective enforcement of 

animal welfare legislation. 

For ease of reference, we have attached the following supporting documentation: 

Attachment 1 – Photographic Documentation 

 Photographs relating to the Bale case. 

 

 Photographs relating to the transport of the thirteen cats in Split. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 2 – Official Documentation 

 Official correspondence issued by the Croatian State Inspectorate (DIRH) concerning the Split  

case.  

 

 



Attachment 3 – Media Sources 

 N1 Croatia – Firefighter tortures and starves two dogs to death in Bale Užas u Balama:

Vatrogasac mučio i izgladnjivao svoja dva psa do smrti - Vijesti iz Hrvatske, regije i svijeta - N1

info

 Index.hr – 21-year-old starves two German Shepherds to death in Istria 21-godišnjak izgladnjivao

dva njemačka ovčara do smrti u Istri. Završio u pritvoru - Index.hr

 IstraIN – Local reports and public appeals regarding the Bale case. Užas u Balama: Pas mjesecima

živio u paklu, građani traže hitnu istragu - IstraIN

We thank you for your attention and look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

Massimo Pradella 
President, OIPA ETS 

------------------------------------------------------ 

https://n1info.hr/vijesti/uzas-u-balama-vatrogasac-mucio-i-izgladnjivao-svoja-dva-psa-do-smrti/
https://n1info.hr/vijesti/uzas-u-balama-vatrogasac-mucio-i-izgladnjivao-svoja-dva-psa-do-smrti/
https://n1info.hr/vijesti/uzas-u-balama-vatrogasac-mucio-i-izgladnjivao-svoja-dva-psa-do-smrti/
https://www.index.hr/vijesti/clanak/izgladnjivao-njemacke-ovcare-do-smrti-u-improviziranom-boksu-u-istri-uhicen-je/2798775.aspx
https://www.index.hr/vijesti/clanak/izgladnjivao-njemacke-ovcare-do-smrti-u-improviziranom-boksu-u-istri-uhicen-je/2798775.aspx
https://istrain.hr/istrain/vijesti/6a1d261dd0af0/uzas-u-balama-pas-mjesecima-zivio-u-paklu-gradani-traze-hitnu-istragu/vijest
https://istrain.hr/istrain/vijesti/6a1d261dd0af0/uzas-u-balama-pas-mjesecima-zivio-u-paklu-gradani-traze-hitnu-istragu/vijest

