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Subject: Urgent request for immediate action concerning the reported treatment of stray dogs in Egypt 

 

Your Excellencies, 

 

OIPA ETS – International Organization for Animal Protection is writing to express its profound concern and 

dismay regarding the serious and recurring reports received from Egypt concerning stray dogs allegedly being 

poisoned, killed, mistreated, forcibly removed from their territories and abandoned in remote desert areas without 

adequate access to water, food, shelter or veterinary care. 

The images, videos, eyewitness testimonies and other information circulated in recent weeks have caused deep 

shock among animal-protection organisations and members of the public, both in Egypt and internationally. Given 

the gravity of these reports and the immediate risks faced by the animals concerned, OIPA respectfully urges the 

Egyptian authorities to intervene without delay, investigate the reported incidents thoroughly and ensure that all 

measures involving stray animals are carried out in full compliance with humane, scientific and veterinary 

standards. 

OIPA ETS is an international non-governmental organisation associated with the United Nations Department of 

Global Communications (DGC), holding consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC), accredited to the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA), and included in the European 

Commission’s Register of Interest Representatives. 

According to eyewitness accounts and audiovisual material shared with animal-welfare advocates, dogs have 

reportedly been abandoned in several areas of Egypt without adequate access to water, food, shelter or veterinary 

assistance. Some animals have allegedly been found suffering from severe dehydration, exhaustion, injuries and 

other consequences of prolonged exposure to extreme conditions. 

OIPA fully recognises that the circumstances and responsibilities surrounding these incidents must be formally 

investigated and established by the competent Egyptian authorities. Our intention is not to make premature 

accusations against the Egyptian Government or any specific institution. 

 

Nevertheless, the seriousness, recurrence and consistency of the information being received cannot be disregarded. 

 

OIPA is particularly surprised and deeply concerned that such reports are emerging from Egypt at a time when the 

country has publicly expressed its commitment to developing a unified, humane and scientifically based national 

approach to the management of stray animals. 

 

We acknowledge and welcome the recent measures announced by the Egyptian authorities concerning the 

management of stray-animal populations in accordance with veterinary standards, the One Health framework and 

international animal-health principles. 

 

We also welcome the declared intention to prioritise sterilisation, vaccination, veterinary care and coordinated 

population-management measures in place of indiscriminate killing, poisoning and unregulated removal. 

 

These announcements represent an important and encouraging commitment. However, their credibility and 

effectiveness will necessarily depend on their full, consistent and transparent implementation throughout the country. 

 

The continuing reports received from the ground appear to reveal a serious gap between the measures officially 

announced and the practices allegedly occurring at local level. 

 

We therefore respectfully urge the Egyptian Government to ensure that the national policy is translated into 

immediate and effective action in every governorate and municipality. 

 

http://www.oipa.org/


The reported abandonment of dogs in desert areas is especially alarming. Leaving animals in remote locations without 

water, food, shelter or veterinary assistance cannot be considered a humane method of population management. It 

exposes animals to prolonged suffering and death through dehydration, starvation, injuries and extreme temperatures. 

Similarly, poisoning and indiscriminate killing do not provide an effective or sustainable response to stray-dog 

populations or to the prevention of rabies.  

The reported events are receiving growing attention outside Egypt. OIPA is discussing the situation with its 

international network, partner organisations and relevant international bodies. The information and documentation 

received are contributing to increasing concern regarding the protection of stray animals and the implementation of 

the policies recently announced by the Egyptian authorities. 

OIPA sincerely hopes that Egypt will respond to this growing international concern through prompt, transparent and 

measurable action. 

We therefore respectfully request: 

1. The immediate suspension of any operation involving poisoning, indiscriminate killing, cruel capture,

abandonment in desert areas or relocation without appropriate veterinary supervision.

2. The urgent identification and rescue of dogs reportedly transported to or abandoned in remote areas,

ensuring immediate access to water, food, shelter and veterinary treatment.

3. A prompt, impartial and transparent investigation into the reported capture, transportation and

abandonment of stray dogs in Alexandria.

4. The identification of the public or private entities responsible for organising and carrying out stray-dog

management operations, together with verification that all such activities were officially authorised and

properly supervised.

5. The issuance of clear and binding instructions to governorates, municipalities and veterinary authorities,

explicitly prohibiting poisoning, indiscriminate killing, abandonment and any action conducted outside the

approved national framework.

6. The establishment of an accessible reporting mechanism through which citizens, veterinarians and animal-

welfare organisations may submit evidence of suspected violations and receive information regarding the

measures taken.

7. The publication of transparent and verifiable information concerning the implementation of the national

strategy, including the number of animals captured, vaccinated, sterilised, treated, returned to their territories

or transferred to authorised facilities.

8. Effective cooperation with Egyptian animal-welfare organisations, veterinary professionals and

qualified international organisations in implementing and monitoring humane stray-animal management

programmes.

OIPA respectfully requests confirmation that emergency instructions have been issued to prevent any further 

poisoning, killing, abuse or abandonment of stray dogs while the reported incidents are being investigated. 

We also request a written response outlining the measures adopted, the investigations initiated and the steps that will 

be taken to ensure that the national strategy is implemented consistently throughout Egypt. 

OIPA remains available to share the supporting documentation received and to cooperate constructively with the 

competent Egyptian authorities. At the same time, our organisation will continue to monitor the situation and to keep 

its international partners and the relevant international bodies informed of any further developments. 

We trust that the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt will recognise the urgency of this matter and take all 

necessary measures to ensure that the reported practices are immediately stopped, properly investigated and not 

repeated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Massimo Pradella, 

President OIPA ETS 


